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Thesis requirements for the MA in Educational Science Programme 

 

The purpose of the thesis 
The thesis aims to prove that the student can firstly identify and interpret 
relevant pedagogical problems in a critical-analytical way forming an 
independent professional opinion and secondly can carry out theoretical or 
empirical or practical (developmental) research. Its purpose is to 
demonstrate that the student knows the rules of and is able to carry out 
scientific research and publication while maintaining high professional 
standards. 

Types and topics The topic list is issued by the Institute of Education at the beginning of 
each academic year. 

Preparation and submission 

Choosing and submitting a 
topic 

 

The topic is announced via Neptun by submitting the topic announcement 
form (submitted by the student). The form should contain the planned 
topic of the thesis, the supervisor's name and statement that they will 
undertake the supervision. It should be also stated whether ethical 
permission is needed for the preparation of the thesis (it’s decided 
together with the supervisor). The topic will be approved by the head of 
the Institute in Neptun. 

 

Deadline for thesis topic announcement: 

- if the final examination is in the spring semester: 15th May 
- if the final examination is in the autumn semester: 15th October 
 

 

Supervisor  

A supervisor can be a teacher and/or a researcher from the university or 
with the approval of the head of the specialisation, an expert who is not 
an employee of the university. In case of an external supervisor, an internal 
co-supervisor is also recommended, an in case an ethical permission is 
needed, it’s compulsory. 

 

 

Consultation  

Students should consult with their supervisors at least three times during 
the preparation of the thesis. This has to be registered on the official 
Confirmation of thesis consultation form which should be attached to the 
final thesis document.  At the consultation, it is worth taking written notes 
on the tasks and proposals related to the thesis. 

 

 

Submission  

 

The thesis should be submitted electronically to the designated page in 
Neptun with the specific format determined by the Academic Committee 
before the examination period of the semester when the final exam is due. 
The requirements will be posted here: 
https://www.ppk.elte.hu/en/student_administration  
 

Deadline for thesis submission:  
- in the autumn semester: 20th November.  

https://www.ppk.elte.hu/en/student_administration/forms
https://www.ppk.elte.hu/en/student_administration


- in the spring semester: 20th April  

 

Formal and Scuctural requirements of the thesis 

Title page   

The name of the institute, the faculty and the programme should be on 
the top part of the cover page. Below that, it should say “Diplomamunka”. 
The name of the student and their Neptun code should be on the left side 
of the lower third of the page, the name and title of the supervisor should 
be on the right side. The year should be at the bottom of the page and 
centered in the middle. 
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Declaration of originality The page after the title page should contain a declaration of originality, 
which states that the thesis is the student's own intellectual property. The 
declaration's content and form are according to requirement and should 
be signed by the student. The declaration can be downloaded from the 
website of the Student Affairs and Registrar’s Office. The thesis is the 
student's independent work in which they should observe the rules for 
references and reference lists. If the author of the thesis is suspected of 
plagiarism, a legal disciplinary action can be brought against them. 

Proof of consultation, 
supervisor’s statement 

The next page should contain a confirmation form (uniform format), which 
contains the proof of consultation as well as the supervisor's consent for 
thesis submission. The consultation form can be downloaded from the 
website of the Student Affairs and Registrar’s Office. 
 
The declaration of originality and the confirmation form can be equally 
attached to the beginning or the end of the thesis document. 
 
 

Table of contents, page 
numbering 

The thesis should contain the table of contents as well. The page 
numbering is continuous. 

Length The length of the thesis should be 70.000–90.000 characters (including 
spaces) without appendices. 

Font, size, line spacing Times New Roman, font size: 12pt, 1,5 spacing, 2,5 cm m a r g i n s .  

Language The thesis is to be written in English. 

Electronic format The thesis should be uploaded or submitted in an electronic version 
defined by the Student Affairs and Registrar’s Office. 

Requirements for content 

https://www.ppk.elte.hu/en/student_administration/forms
https://www.ppk.elte.hu/en/student_administration/forms
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Structure, chapters 
The structure of a thesis dealing with the empirical research of a 

pedagogical problem.  

 

The piece of work to be submitted should include: 

 

- Introduction: an introduction to the relevant field of science, and 

a short, comprehensive description of the goal of the research and 

the researcher's motivation in the choice of topic, as well as a 

description of the structure of the thesis. 

 

- Literature review: presenting the researched topic, a summary and 

evaluation of the relevant theories and research, conceptualizing 

the relations to be examined.  

 
- Questions put forward: research questions also require the 

formulation of professional assumptions, commitments or 

hypotheses, depending on the nature of the research.  

 

- Research framework: presentation of the steps of the research, 

target groups, the applied methodological tools, and the process 

of collecting empirical data. Data collection may be based on a 

secondary analysis or research group or student group data 

collection. 

- Results: scientific, professional presentation of data, which can be 

supported by diagrams and tables. 

- Discussion: The discussion can contain the summary of the 

research purpose and the analysis of data. Scientific, professional 

processing of the data according to the quantitative or qualitative 

nature of it must show - what phenomena may be in the 

background of the obtained result, how it can be evaluated, how 

it is comparable to the extent the obtained results correspond to 

what is in the literature, what new areas should be paid attention 

to. The end of the discussion part should contain the limitations 

of the research and the reflection. 

 

- Conclusion: evaluation and summary of the completed research, 
reflections on the questions put forward at the beginning of the 
study, summary of future research directions and applications, 
pedagogical relevance. 
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 Annex: documentation of test methods, questionnaire, interview outline, 
photos, ethical permission etc. 
The structure of a thesis dealing with the theoretical and historical 

research of a pedagogical problem. 

 

The piece of work to be submitted should include: 
 

- Introduction: motivation for the choice of topic, describing the field 
of research, definition of the problem area.  

 

 Literature review: reviewing and analysing previous professional 
studies dealing with the problem according to systematic, 
predetermined and transparent aspects, outlining the tendencies 
emerging from them.  

 

 Theoretical framework and research methodology: conceptualization 
of the problem area to be examined, search for and identification of 
the necessary sources, preliminary examination of their accessibility 
(especially in the case of primary sources of historical studies), 
selection, justification and description of the method of their analysis  

 

 Analysis: a multilateral, theoretical framework-based illumination of 
the problem with an interpretation of the sources involved, a clear 
separation of the different analysis levels, categories, and processes.  

 

 Results, conclusions: highlighting new findings, results; describing the 
level of generalization achieved or the level of individual analysis, or 
the characteristics of the process under investigation; conflicting 
research results with findings in the literature; a summary of further 
research directions and applications, the performance, difficulties and 
limitations of the work.  

 

 Annex: documentation of test methods, sources or their availability  
 
The structure of a thesis dealing with educational development  
 
 
The piece of work to be submitted should include: 
 

-  Introduction: interpretation of the purpose of the development/ 
innovation, introduction to the problem area, motivation for the 
choice of topic. 

 
- Literature review: exploring the topic of development/ innovation 

and the characteristics of the development/innovation process, 
interpreting and evaluating the experiences of previous 
developments related to the topic, if possible.  

 
- Description of the innovation/development: history, situation 

analysis, the birth process of the “idea” of the innovation; the set 
goal, a detailed plan and process description, evaluation plan and 
methods of the innovation.  

 
-  
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- Analysis: description and documentation of the testing of the 
innovation; a multi-aspect interpretation of results and processes; 
a multi-aspect evaluation of the innovation/development: 
evaluation of the realization of the development goal, the 
development process and the results.  

 

- Conclusions: practical implications/lessons: interpreting the 
strengths, problems, difficulties of the development/innovation; 
reflection on the role of developer and researcher; drawing 
conclusions for practice. Reflection on the questions formulated at 
the beginning of the thesis. A summary of the further development 
directions and applications, the performance, difficulties and 
limitations of the study. 

 

- Annex: documentation of the development plans and materials; 
documentation of test methods.  
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Notes, references,  

Bibliography 

 

The APA publication style (7th edition) is the standard for preparing in-
text references and bibliographies. 

Useful links: 
https://apastyle.apa.org/  

 

 All statements, thoughts, data or textual quotations in the text from 
different sources should be referenced by providing the exact details 
(author, title, page no.) of the referred publications.  

 

 In case of internet resources, you have to provide the author and the 
title too. If these are not available, the website or the name of the 
portal (institution) should be given. Also, you should list the URL of the 
search line of the browser in the given document to the relevant 
document depth together with the date of download.  

 

 Special attention needs to be paid to indicate literal citations with 
quotation marks even if the quoted part of the text is edited in one 
sentence or only a part of it. For a literal citation, you must also enter 
the exact page number.  

 The position of notes and source references (in text, as footnotes, after 
the main text) and their form (detailed description, abbreviation 
referring to the bibliography, data order, etc.) should be done 
coherently and consistently in the thesis. 

Evaluation 

Evaluator, the evaluation 
process 

The thesis is evaluated in writing by the supervisor and a specified second 
reviewer who is also an expert of the field. The two evaluators assess the 
thesis with a recommended grade. Both reviewers offer questions to the 
defense of the thesis. The supervisor also briefly presents the work 
process with the student in his/her evaluation. 

 

The evaluations will be received electronically by the student 10 days 
before the final exam via Neptun. 

 

If one of the grades of the thesis is a fail, the student cannot be admitted 
to the final exam. The final grade of the thesis is determined by the final 
examination committee taking into account the grade given by the 
supervisor and the second reviewer, the practical implementation of the 
thesis, and the defence at the final exam. 
 

https://apastyle.apa.org/
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Points of evaluation 
Aspects of evaluation of a theoretical and historical and/or empirical 

research of a pedagogical problem are especially: 

  

 the compliance of the thesis and the chosen topic with the training 
goals of the programme;  

 the expediency, professionalism and extent of the literature 
background  

 the scope of the discussed problem, the level and depth of 
the analysis-interpretation-application;  

 the professionalism of the explanation, the sophisticated 
appearance of the author's own position;  

 the validity of the examined question, the precise 
formulation of the research questions and/or hypothesis;  

 the presentation of the research procedures and methods, 
the expediency of method selection, clear presentation of 
applying the methods;  

 a clear, methodologically and professionally sound 
presentation of the results;  

 placing one's own results in the explanation of the topic, 
self-reflection on the strengths and limitations of the study;  

 The structure and coherence of the thesis, the accuracy of 
its wording; clear editing and presentation of charts and 
tables; 

 style of the thesis; elaboration and the application of the technical 
language;  

 the exact use of referencing, coherence  

 originality of the thesis 

 

Aspects of evaluation of a thesis dealing with an educational 

development are especially:  

 

 originality and reasoning of the innovation; the role of the 
student in the innovation 

  

 the student's knowledge of the relevant literature and 
practical experience in innovations of similar purpose and 
type;  

 professionalism and transparency of the innovation plan  

 documentation and reliability of the innovation process  

 evaluation and self-evaluation of the innovation  

 the expected applications of the developed product in the 
target area;  

 the structure and coherence of the thesis, the accuracy of 
its wording;  

 elaboration and the application of the technical language;  

 the exact use of referencing, literature, coherence  

 the originality of the thesis  
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Oral defence 
The student presents his/her thesis in a 20-minute presentation (ppt slide 
show), answers the questions formulated in the reviews, and reflects on 
the professional suggestions of both reviewers. Also, additional questions 
from the literature used in the thesis are received at the final exam. 
 

 


